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Question of the Month – When was the first National Electrical Code 
published?  See correct answer on Page 2. 

100th Anniversary of Washington’s Electrical Licensing Law 
House Bill 260 passed the legislature and was signed into law on March 11, 1919. 
The law created Washington’s first licensing and bonding requirements for 
electrical contractors. The title of H.B. 260 was: LICENSING AND BONDING OF 
ELECTRICIANS. An Act providing for the licensing and bonding of persons, firms 
or corporations engaged in or carrying on the business of installing wires to 
convey electric current, or electric apparatus to be operated by such current, 
prescribing the conditions of bonds and the rights of recovery thereof, and providing penalties for violations of this act. 
You can view the original law on the Washington Legislature website at this link. Here are some of the highlights of the 
original law: 

• Required license and bonding for persons, firms, or corporations that engage in, conduct or carry on the business 
of installing wires to convey electric current (similar to language in current law). 

• License fee was $15.00 per year (about $200 in today’s dollars). Current license fee is $277.60 per two years. 
• Liability bond of $500.00 (about $7200 today) was required. Current bond amount required is $4000.00. 
• Only applied in cities. 
• Did not apply to wiring from the source of supply to the service switch, nor to work in connection with the lighting 

of streets, alleys, ways, or public parks, areas or squares. 
• Did not apply to individuals, firms or corporations working on the premises or property owned by them. 
• Failure to comply with this act was a misdemeanor. 

The original licensing law did not provide for any installation standards. The next electrical law was 16 years later, in 1935 
when House Bill 413 added permits, inspections, inspectors (at $1.00 per hour), National Electrical Code, and the appeals 
board. 
Special thanks to Tom Baker of Puget Sound Electrical Training for his contribution to this article. 

Legislative Update 
So far, only one bill has been introduced that may affect the electrical laws of RCW 19.28. This bill is not sponsored by L&I. 
You can get information about this bill by clicking on the hyperlinked bill number below. Review the bill and comment if 
you desire. A comment button is located to the right of the bill number on the bill’s webpage. 
House Bill 1594 – Provides an allowance for line workers to work on anything in the communications worker safety zone 
and supply space on utility poles supporting electric utility transmission or distribution lines without licensing, certification, 
or permits and inspections. Currently, according to L&I Division of Occupational Safety and Health (DOSH) rules, qualified 
electrical workers (i.e., line workers) must do all work in these spaces. 

The bill also allows the installation of electric utility-owned equipment between meter bases and meters. 

Rule Update – WAC 296-46B Revisions 
Based on advice provided by the Technical Advisory Committee, and Electrical Board during their meeting in Tacoma on 
January 31, we have produced a Second Draft of the proposed rules and posted them on the Rule Development page of 
our website. 

Safety Tip of the Month 
Watch your step when working 
around the jobsite especially 
outside in these wintry conditions. 
Hidden obstacles under snow or 
construction materials laying 
around can lead to slips, trips, and 
falls that could ruin your day. 
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A public comment period will open soon so that anyone may submit written comments. In addition, a public hearing will 
be held at the L&I building, 7273 Linderson Way SW, Tumwater, WA. Exact date and time to be announced. Watch for 
updates on the Rule Development page and in next month’s newsletter. 
For more details about the process, or to view or download rulemaking documents including the Second Draft, visit the 
Rule Development page of our website or see the August 2018 Special Edition Electrical Currents newsletter. 
If you have any questions, please contact Alicia Curry, at 360-902-6244 or Alicia.Curry@Lni.wa.gov. 

Invitation to a Stakeholder Meeting Near You 
We are holding 19 electrical stakeholder meetings in various locations across the state between January and May 2019. 
These meetings are an opportunity to talk with the Chief Electrical Inspector in an informal setting. Check the schedule 
below and attend a meeting near you. We want to hear how we can better serve you, our customers and help you stay 
informed of any changes that might affect you and/or your business. Meetings are scheduled from 6 to 8 p.m. at the 
locations listed below. Meeting dates and addresses are posted on our Electrical Calendar webpage. If you are not on the 
email list to receive these newsletters, you may join at our Electrical Email List webpage. 

Picture of the Month: If viewing this document online, click on the picture to open a larger image. In the early 1930’s 
Bill Bergstrom and Irving Lassen founded Bergstrom’s Sporting Goods store on Fourth Avenue in Olympia, where the 
Spider Monkey tattoo parlor is now. Here, Bergstrom and Lassen show off a brace of fish caught with tackle from their 
store. Irving Lassen is the dapper gentleman at the left. He later founded Lassen Electric and, at his death, endowed the 
Lassen Foundation for the benefit of the people of Thurston County. Lassen Electric holds the distinction as being the 
longest continuously licensed active electrical 
contractor in Washington. Originally licensed as Sport & 
Electric Shop on January 2, 1935, Lassen Electric was 
later purchased by Joe and Donna Wiest, and is still 
owned and operated by the family today. 

Answer to Question of the Month: In 1897, 
the National Board of Fire Underwriters published the 
first National Electrical Code “For the installation of 
wiring and apparatus for electric light, heat and power”. 
Many requirements are still very similar to the original. 
Here’s an excerpt from the first page of general 
suggestions: “In all wiring special attention must be paid 
to the mechanical execution of the work. Careful and 
neat running, connecting, soldering, taping of 
conductors and securing and attaching of fittings, are 
specially conducive to security and efficiency, and will be 
strongly insisted on.” 

2019 Stakeholder Meetings  6 – 8 p.m. 
March 6 – Tukwila – L&I Building 
12806 Gateway Dr. South, Rm C30 

April 10 – Everett – Snohomish County 
PUD – 2320 California St, Commission Rm 

April 11 – Mount Vernon  – NW WA 
Research and Ext Center , 16650 SR 536 

April 23 – Okanogan – Okanogan PUD 
Auditorium, 1331 2nd Ave N.  

April 24 – Leavenworth – Chelan County 
PUD Auditorium, 222 Chumstick Hwy.  

April 25 – Yakima – Pacific Power 
Auditorium, 500 Keys Road 

May 14 – Spokane – Spokane Falls 
Community College, 3410 W. Fort George 
Wright Drive, Bldg 17, Sub Lounges 

May 15 – Colville – Spokane Community 
College, 985 S Elm St., Combined Room 

May 16 – Pullman – City Parks & Rec, 
Barley Rm. – 240 SE Dexter St. 

May 21 – Kennewick – Benton PUD 
Auditorium – 2721 West 10th Avenue 

May 22 – Moses Lake – L&I Building 
3001 West Broadway Avenue 

 

Photo by Vibert Jeffers, 1938, Susan Parish Collection, Southwest 
Regional Archives. Text courtesy of  Olympia Historical Society 
and Bigelow House Museum (olympiahistory.org) 
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